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Family
coalition to
host dinner,
auction
The Illinois Valley Family
Coalition is gearing up for its
seventh annual dinner-theatre
event at 6 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
28, at the Selma Community
Center.
According to IVFC
Executive Director Carol
Ronan, this year’s theme
centers on a jazzy blues club
theme, featuring live music
from Tim Wallace and Michelle
LeComte, tap dancing, fiddle,
blues “gin singers” and duets.
Additionally, according
to Ronan, MCs Kent Fisher and
his sidekick “Bill Dunham”
will humorously narrate the
event.
“The Selma Center will
be transformed from a yellow
gym into a blue, black and
silver classy blues club,”
Ronan said in a news release.
“The tables will be covered
with black tablecloths and
adorned with blue or white
pillar candles and silver and
blue decorations. Twinkly
lights will set off the stage, bar
and auction areas. It will be a
night to remember.”
Proceeds from ticket
sales will go towards family
coalition programs to serve
struggling
families
and
children in the Illinois Valley.

illinois-valley-news.com

Intersection to get new stop signs
By Darcy Wallace
IVN Staff Writer
A busy intersection at Watkins
Street and Kerby Avenue will soon
become a four-way stop to help slow
traffic and prevent accidents.
Cave Junction city councilors
unanimously approved a request from
Mary Orton to install two new stop
signs at the intersection on Monday,
Jan. 9, during the city council meeting
at city hall.

Additionally, the council moved
forward Monday on a proposal to
introduce a vacancy waiver request for
minimum sewage and water fees based
on a request from a local business
owner.
Orton, who lives near the Watkins
and Kerby intersection, said school
buses frequently drop off elementary
school students on the southeast side,
where no stop signs have been installed.
She said many drivers also pass through
at high rates of speed on their way to
nearby businesses, often running the

stop signs. In addition, elderly and
disabled residents cross through the
intersection on a daily basis on their
way to Shop Smart, the nearby grocery
store on Hwy. 199.
According to Orton, young
children often walk and ride bicycles
at the intersection, but don’t pay close
attention to traffic that might come
by. Additionally, she said vegetation
and forested areas make it difficult for
drivers to see around the corners where
a pedestrian could walk by unnoticed.
“There have been several accidents

— my fences were knocked down and
my house was struck by a car,” Orton
said. “I know the two signs there often
are not used. I just feel that if we had
four stop signs, there would be a better
chance someone would stop, and [it
would] slow down the traffic there.”
After some discussion, city
recorder Ryan Nolan said the city
council was the traffic authority for
the city of Cave Junction. The council
ultimately voted 5-0 to approve two
new stop signs.
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Testing out the brand-new play equipment at Jubilee Park in Cave Junction is a favorite pastime of many area youth Tuesday, Jan. 10.

Former CJ Mayor one of top five commission applicants
By Darcy Wallace
IVN Staff Writer

Former Cave Junction Mayor
Don Moore made the list of five
applicants chosen from a field of 39
looking to serve as interim county
commissioner in place of recently
recalled Sandi Cassanelli.
On Thursday, Jan. 5, Josephine
County Commissioners Don Reedy
and Simon Hare named Moore,
Allison MacMullin, Cherryl Walker,
Larry West and Harold Haugen as the

finalists for the open seat. Haugen
served as a past commissioner from
1980-1988 and again from 19902004.
Both Hare and Reedy named
financial
and
governmental
experience as primary reasons for
their selections. According to Reedy,
himself and Hare both made lists of
their favorite candidates, and found
they had had four in common. From
there, they selected one more person
to round out the final five.

“Financial experience was
critical, I think, and governmental
experience
understanding
the
processes,” Reedy said. “Don
Moore for example, he’s got a lot of
experience [with] the government of
Cave Junction, and he serves with
some county [departments] as well.”
Moore served as Cave Junction
mayor from January 2008 through
December 2010. He has also served
on the Josephine County planning
advisory committee and the I.V.

Airport Board.
Reedy indicated that due to
the impending financial shortfall,
knowledge and background on budget
management was crucial, as well as
prior knowledge of how Josephine
County government runs.
“Those two things, for me, I
felt were important because [the
candidate] could hit the ground
running and not have a big learning
curve,” Reedy said.
Hare and Reedy will interview

Drug dogs approved in school district
By Darcy Wallace
IVN Staff Writer
Three Rivers School District
board members voted 3-2 to approve
the periodic use of drug dogs in district
schools during a Monday, Jan. 9, school
board meeting in Murphy, Ore.
According to Illinois Valley
High School Principal Joann Bethany,
the board approved a proposal to
have drug dogs from the Josephine
County Sheriff’s Office make
occasional checks in hallways and
outside lockers. The board has not
yet created a timeline for when the
drug dog policy will start, as officials
still need to notify parents.
Three Rivers Superintendent
Dan Huber-Kantola said the board
approved the drug dogs as a proactive
strategy to keep drugs out of schools.
He also said board members had
already been contacted by parents and
teachers who supported the idea.
Huber-Kantola requested the
board to allow the district to use drug
dogs from the sheriff’s office to sniff
out drugs in the three high schools,
including Illinois Valley High School.
Recently, sheriff’s office staff held
a board workshop explaining the
proposal and Josephine County Sheriff

Gil Gilbertson said the dogs could
provide a deterrent.
“It’s more to give the kids another
reason to say no,” Huber-Kantola said.
“It’s supposed to be proactive rather
than a reactive measure.”
Bethany said the drug dogs will
primarily address marijuana, and other
drugs to a lesser extent.
“I do know that it’s going to be
as unobtrusive to education as we

“It’s more to give the kids
another reason to say no,”
Dan Huber-Kantola
Three Rivers Superintendent
can possibly make it,” Bethany said.
“School needs to be a safe place for
kids to be, and parents need to know
that when their kids are coming here
that they’re safe. Part of the issue
[surrounds] exchanging and selling
drugs, and we want to discourage
that.”
According to Bethany, board
members voting against the proposal
wanted more time to consult school
councilors and parents for their opinion
before proceeding and that drug dogs

should be a last resort. One audience
member felt drug dogs could instill a
sense that students are not to be trusted,
Bethany said.
“We don’t want to ‘catch’
anybody,” Bethany said. “It’s not
going to solve the problem of drugs
in high schools, but it is a tool we can
use on top of education [and] parents
helping us with this. It’s a tool we can
use to discourage students at least from
bringing drugs onto school grounds.”
IVHS staff has had some
incidents this year of students caught
with marijuana at school, Bethany
said. A 2010 student wellness survey
from the Oregon Dept. of Human
Services showed that about half of
students had used marijuana at least
once in the last 30 days, Bethany
said. In another survey question, 62
percent of students reportedly said it
was “very easy” to get marijuana in
their area.
“I don’t think we have [drugs] in
huge quantities here,” Bethany said. “I
don’t have any reason to think that…
but marijuana is a big one for us out
here.”
Huber-Kantola said the school
district could have drug dog guidelines
approved as early as the February
board meeting next month, but this
was not set in stone.

the remaining five candidates in
person at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday,
Jan. 12. Then, n Jan. 18, the
commissioners will make their final
decision, swearing in the chosen
candidate to the position during a Jan.
19 administrative meeting.
“It’s a tough decision because
there’s so much talent out there,”
Reedy said. “But [Hare] and I see eye
to eye on a lot of things, so I don’t
think there are going to be any big
arguments.”

Selma vineyard
awes in worldrenowned contest
By Darcy Wallace
IVN Staff Writer
Wine enthusiasts note
that the 2012 San Francisco
Chronicle Wine Competition
is the largest American wine
competition in the world, with
5,500 total entries. Among the
thousands of competitors, Deer
Creek Vineyards of Selma
earned a silver and a bronze
medal in the coveted contest,
one of the few Southern
Oregon wineries holding their
own.
According to Deer Creek
Vineyards co-owner Katherine
Bryan, she and her husband,
John, submitted two bottles
each of their 2010 Pinot Noir
and a 2010 Pinot Gris to judges
a month before the contest.
Last
week,
judges
overviewed the submissions
in Sonoma, Calif., in a recordsetting
attendance
year,
according to the San Francisco
Chronicle.

On Friday, Jan. 6,
Katherine Bryan said she
received a call from a Bay Area
customer and friend notifying
the Selma winemakers of their
success.
“We are just thrilled,”
Bryan said. “We’re going to
put Selma and the Illinois
Valley on the map.”
According
to
Winejudging.com,
the
contest began in 1983 as the
Cloverdale Citrus Fair Wine
Competition as part of the
Cloverdale Citrus Fair. Later,
the wine contest moved to
San Francisco, renamed in the
early 2000s to its current title.
Now, 60 wine enthusiasts in
media, trade, education and
hospitality gather in the city
on the judging panel for the
contest, rating only the top
wines from double gold, gold,
silver, bronze and Best in
Class.
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